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"By that pure, holy, four lettered name on high,
nature's eternal fountain and supply,
the parent of all souls that living he, T don'e know how I

by him, with faith find oath, I swear to thee,” got here, nor Where
I came Prom nor
-Pythagorean Oath where I am going.
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aaughter in @ MoMent. |~ | 1y that same moment,

— : they are charred, black
L E ™ hUSKS OF Ehings that
once Made me whole.

I try to stay warm in | 7

a Windowless room e

with dry, cold air. .
L bounces oPP white v

Fuorescent light RS
AR G padded walls.
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And then, on a day that

| exists both now and then
and Porever all at once,

door is opened... - = dia - =
P ...and bhere are two more - -
' people in My windowless, (e -

ffa PooM. .
Whibe rooM. Ir, o oment changes.
8tays the same.

F;"gifth A I' aPraid that o
b doesn’t matter, anymore, Vm— le's
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Morning,
Doctor Smith.

Have you ever driven §
through a dark road,
late at night?

Have you ever turned
the headlights oFF, just

to test yourselP?

Just 6o see how long You can
last, like that. Hurling yourself
| Ghrough unknown darkness.

Have you ever
done that?

Good
morning,
Phil. &~

Idid. I am.

g

headlights are out again.
Can't be driving arouvnd

(L had. Iwill |

Noticed your it

like that, Wa know.
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Electrical short.
Been meaning to get

Pixed.

Yes, I know.

Ain't saPfe.

Never ([asted more than a

| saPe and relieved.

| My nerve, bring the lights
| back, and sit back, Peeling

| Moment, of course. I'd lose B

But eventually, I'd
| always try again. Daring
Myself to Peel brave.
I mat’s what we ao,
as scientists.

We hurl ovrselves
throvgh darkness,

every day. | | soking Por light.

A thovsanad years ago and a
thousand years From now,
today's demonstration heeds
to go well Por the Brass.

"Poctor Smith...




...you have
General Naiyoa

on line three.,

Thank you,
Janice.

You hear | e
about this
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The Chinese.
Sent; @ quantum satellite .

{0 O It's correctly predicting
pins of entangled photons at distance
oF over twelve hundred klicks. My guys
are telling Me a system like that covld be
' vsed bo power quantum

networks. -
Russians

aren't far
behind.

Mak, what
are yov--

Within our liPetime, our enemies are | / ’
dollars, smit

going to be securing encrypted photonic h. You gave teleport matter " ”
COMMURIcation. Theﬁ‘pe gofng to be Ls back a COHCEPEU&! across space-time gglzgfrgaggggﬁéﬁr
networkin at a speed Paster '

g quantum technology the

world’s never seen bePore. You gave vs

Oh. Doctor
Richard, hello. I
didn't see Yoo. 4

Have you... N
How long have you
been standing
there?

7 We gave you 1.4 billion

construct.

back an idea.

You're asking vs to

You'd better pray

SMith.

Because
if it burns out
you're the overpaid
babysitter I think

than light, Mak.

IP Ywou know
anyone with a Paster
way to get there, I
s0ggest you stanrt Piling
Por my replacement.

..you'll e -
back to grading
papers by Friday.

He doesn’t say
"Good luck."

That's Richards _
version of a
cCoMpliment.

You're a bright man,
Tim. bnew that the
Pirst Week You took
MY course.
You'll
do Fine.

A
In one timeline, the '
demonstration goes well.




But time, it seems, s
an ocean, not a river.
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[ Doctor Richard tavght me about

=\ dead, and somewhere in between.
Ty -
g He believed there was a Fourth |-

—_"1state of being. A state that, if .
—a| redched, would allow one to

| experience time and dimension

-1 in d More Unified, singuiar way;

= | all realities, all possibilities

—| Would be experienced

T simuitaneovsly.

Very Pew people | . <3
believed him. . ¥ A

— | I was one of :&ﬁ;
N those Pew. [P0
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In another,
it does not.
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And now I know that in
one timeline, the heart of
a hurse holds a needle.
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The darkness of a .

power-driven general g
ields a trident.. :

wield aba’e b.

L.

| ..or the keys to
| nuclear war.

remain

| ...evit stays evil,

| seeking the
destruction of
any light...

...and scientists hurl ¥
Ehemselves into the

W that light.
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I am not sure iP I am & scientist,

& anymore. The knowledge of things
| is.. less mysterious to me.
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COgR S B But T am still an explorer.

And here, in the Fourth state,
I will explore the darkness...

.. Will learn the :
nature of existence... i
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...and let the light
OF the Tetrastatom
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| guide the way.




